
IFCA-NFF Continue Joint Venture 
to Honor Players

In an attempt to recognize and honor more 
high school football players for their ac-
complishments both on and off the field, 
the Indiana Football Coaches Association 
and the Indiana chapters of the National 
Football Foundation tried  something new 
a few years ago .. and it has worked! 

A joint venture resulted in the selection 
of the State of Indiana’s Scholar-Athlete of 
the Year – Ryan Spesard of Carroll High 
School in 2013 and Mitch Turley of West-
field High School in 2014 – as announced 
at the IFCA’s North-South All-Star Game 
Banquet in Indianapolis in mid-July – the 
last two years.  Along the way, many more 
young men were honored for their excel-
lence on the field, in the classroom and in 
their communities. Hopefully, this process 
benefits all groups and gains more expo-
sure and respect for the sport of football in 
our state. 

OPPORTUNITIES: The National Football 
Foundation has 120 chapters nationwide 
and annually awards more than a million 
dollars in scholarships, including $30,000 
to $50,000 per year (depending on fund-
raising success) to high school seniors 
from football teams in Indiana. Nomina-
tion criteria is based 40% on academics, 
40% on athletics and 20% on character and 
citizenship. 

However, many of the high school coaches 
at our 319 football-playing schools don’t 
know about this or simply don’t nomi-
nate their athletes. It would appear that 
many highly-qualified scholar-athletes are 
missing out on deserved recognition and 
potential financial help. 

Please see the nomination form that fol-
lows, fill it out and return it to the appro-
priate address near the bottom of the page 
by January 23. 

EVENTS AND CLASSY RECOGNITION: 
In exchange for access to the coaches, 
the NFF chapters coordinate the events 
(banquets, brunches or luncheons) to help 
provide “classy” recognition and awards 
presentations for both the IFCA and NFF 
awards winners, along with providing the 
mechanism to raise additional support for 
more scholarships.  Indiana Football Hall 
of Fame Inductions could also be included 
in the future.

It is our feeling that combining these op-
portunities and event exposures enhance 
the overall level of importance for the 
honors and awards. 

Also, the top NFF scholar-athletes from 
Indiana are placed in nomination for the 
Midwest Region Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year with the possibility of earning a trip 
to New York City in December for the 
NFF Awards Luncheon and Dinner.  Three 
Indiana players have been so honored in 
the last six years, including Andrew Ralph 
of Chesterton HS this year. That’s a pretty 
good track record considering there are 
120 chapters and just five regional winners 
per year. 

HOW TO NOMINATE: Coaches within 
the footprint of the active NFF chapters, 
who have been receiving nomination 
forms in the past, should submit their 
nominees as in previous years. Coaches 
who do not receive those forms in a sepa-
rate mailing, should use the form in this 
packet and send where instructed near the 
end of the form.  Deadline is January 23 
so that grade transcripts from fall semes-
ter can be included. Panels of judges will 
determine the honorees. 

If you have any questions, feel free to con-
tact one of the men list below by phone or 
email. Thanks. 

Geoff Bradley 
NFF Executive Director 
Central Indiana Chapter
Phone: 317-501-8254
Email: geoff@bradleyfinancial.com

Dave Land 
IFCA Emeritus Director and 
NFF Chapter Member
Phone: 765-702-7373
Email: delifca@comcast.net

Jim Vruggink
NFF Executive Director
Joe Tiller Chapter of NW Indiana
Phone: 765-427-3303
Email: jvruggink@purdue.edu 


